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Opening balance     $ 2292.09 
Credits� $     33.50 
Expenses�  $   165.69 
Current balance      �              $ 2159.90 

�
Memberships: single 49     Family 4     Club 1  
  

    April 2009 
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The Grand Mesa Llama & Alpaca Club  extends to each of 
you a very special invitation to join us and our magnificent 
animals at the Mesa County Fairgrounds on Saturday & 
Sunday April 25 th and 26 th.  Events at the llama show 
include 3 different obstacle courses, halter events where 
conformation rules, the llama promenade, plus a wide 
variety of fiber events: 

·  Shorn llama fleece competition .  This area will 
be open for viewing on Sunday. 

·  Walking Fleece competition .  On Saturday, 
entrants present their llama to the fiber judge for 
an evaluation of the animal’s fiber.  On Sunday the 
results are announced. 

·  Fashion Lead competition .  On Saturday, 
entrants present their llama and an item that they 
have made from that llama’s fiber (i.e., scarf, hat, 
etc.).  then on Sunday, all participants (human & 
animal!) give a fashion show and the results are 
announced. 

·  Mesa Fiber Guild Demonstrations .  Your 
wonderful members have agreed to knit, spin and 
weave on Saturday & Sunday.  I expect you will 
also be answering many questions.  We truly 
appreciate your participation in our show. 

 
This show is a great family event and it is Free to all 
spectators.  Llama owners are always willing to talk about 
their animals, let your children or grandchildren, safely, take 
a llama for a walk or touch a llama.  And the Orchard Mesa 
Lions Club is there to feed us on Saturday & Sunday (10 AM 
– 2 PM).  We have tons of fun and we look forward to seeing 
you! 
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lindaevansbrown@yahoo.com �
���  874-5478. 
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Minutes of the Mesa Fiber Arts Guild 
March 4, 2009 

 
Anita called the meeting to order. Several guests were 
introduced.  Anita’s mother Ann, husband Jon attended, as 
well friends and family of other members. 
 
Jim Selbe and Barry Petrie gave the program on Navajo 
rugs.  Both are artists and have been collectors of rugs for 
years.  Jim described the early Navajo rugs as “exquisite 
simple designs.”  They showed Navajo, Mexican, Chief 
Blankets, saddle blankets, and a variety of other rugs.  
Many of their Navajo rugs were from the Germantown 
period, 1880-1890. These rugs were made from commercial 
yarns brought to the reservations by traders.  All yarn was 
made in Germantown, Pennsylvania.  The Native 
Americans loved the already spun yarn and the colors that 
were introduced.  The yarns were three and four ply.  The 
best weavers got the Germantown wool yarn so that the 
traders would have the best quality rugs to trade back east.   
 
There were several samples of Chief Blankets.  There were 
three phases of design with this product:  Phase One 
blankets were the earliest ones being woven from 1840-
1865.  These blankets only contained stripes. Phase Two 
blankets were from the 1860’s-1880 and contained design 
elements within the stripes.  Phase Three blankets were 
more complex and had design elements crossing the stripes. 
 
Asked how to store rugs, Barry said  he has a fear of moths, 
and he freezes his rugs for three to four days, warms them, 
and then refreezes them.  This kills moth larvae.  Others 
mentioned putting rugs in a cedar cabinet to deter moths.  
 
Business:  The minutes were approved as read.  Ellen gave 
the treasurer’s report.  (See report in newsletter.)  She 
announced that we have a new member, Mary Lange.   
 
Sunshine Drawing: 
This month’s gift, made by Carl Hochmuth, was a beautiful 
dyed gourd.  Nancy Jewel was thrilled to win it.   
Flowers were sent to Betty Hebrew, and the guild received 
her nice thank you note. 
 
Weavers:  The weavers will meet at Carol Viner’s house.  
Weavers may either call her or Gladys Miller for directions.  
 
Spinners: Nancy Jewel is hosting this group.  Spinners may 
call for directions.  The group will discuss how to spend the 
money given to them by the guild.   
 
Knitters:  They will meet at Phyllis Simmons’ house.  The 
topic of discussion will be the magic loop. 
 
Navajo, Tapestry, and Natural Dyers:  The meeting will 
be at Carl Hochmuth’s home where we hope he will serve.  

his Fry Bread!  He promised to take out the calories.  A dye 
workshop will be given on March 6th.  If more people want 
to dye a warp with natural extract dyes, another day will be 
scheduled. 
 
Refreshments: Thanks to Carl Hochmuth for the 
wonderful cream puffs and Nancy Jewel for the cake and 
the best deviled eggs I have ever had. Next year, Dolores 
will schedule three people to bring refreshments.  Either the 
group is growing or we are hungrier this year!   
 
Old Business:  Mentor Day will be the 21st of March.  
Many great activities are scheduled.  Deborah 
will be doing a class on shawl pins.  She will be selling kits 
for $10.00 or you may bring your own supplies.  Dolores 
reminded everyone that this is also a pot luck.   
 
Jude Sirota mentioned that the llama show is coming up.  It 
is April 25-26th .   The club needs fiber arts demonstration 
volunteers.  Contact Jude Sirota. 
 
Donna Hochmuth said her class on two color knitting was 
intense!  The bags they made were the “bags from heck.”  
She encouraged people to take advantage of the classes the 
guild offers as a way to meet new friends and get to know 
old friends better.   Donna mentioned that there has been a 
request for another class in aran knitting.  It will probably 
be held towards the end of March.  Everyone will do a 
square, they will all be put together to make a blanket, and 
then given to the children’s home. 
 
The Heifer Foundation wrote a thank you note stating how 
meaningful our gift donation was to helping others succeed. 
 
Dean Minion stated that the Mormon Church will be having 
their Heritage Days.  It will be on March 28th.  Weavers, 
spinners, knitters are encouraged to attend and demonstrate.  
Set up is at 8:00am.  A sign up sheet will be passed around 
so that volunteers can sign.  The festival is at 2281 E. 
Orchard Avenue.   
 
Show and Tell: 
Anita Larson, Donna Hochmuth and Nancy Jewel showed 
their wonderful two color knitted purses.  Donna also 
showed a pair of socks and a hat she made.  Carl Hochmuth 
showed three examples of gourds he made. He will be 
showing more examples at Mentor Day.  Debra Robinson 
showed her bear wearing a most stylish shawl. Dolores 
Schroeder showed her Mentor Day project.  Pete Romot 
showed a new 28 inch loom and Jude was busy making 
hand spun yarn.   
 
The meeting was adjourned so that we could all chat! 
 


