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Opening balance     $ 2484.67 
Credits� $   660.19 
Expenses� $   668.98 
Current balance      �            $ 2425.88 

�
Memberships: single 47     Family 4     Club 1�

     February 2009 
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 International Year of Natural Fibres 

The United Nations General Assembly declared 
2009 as the International Year of Natural Fibres.  
The IYNF is intended to cover a wide range of 
natural fibres, of animal and vegetable origin, and 
with uses ranging from luxurious apparel to 
traditional and non-traditional industrial uses.  
Natural fiber groups around the country are 
originating ways to celebrate the Year���
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This contest is designed to inspire fiber artists of 
every description (knitters, weavers, crocheters, 
felters, etc.) from all over the world to enjoy and 
understand the importance of natural fibres. 
There are a variety of wild categories focused 
on specific types of natural fibres, from exotic 
camelids to plant fibres. Contest finalists will be 
judged at the New York Sheep and Wool Festival 
in 2009. The deadline for entering is Saturday, 
August 15.  Judging is online until the finalists are 
selected, then contestants send in their fiber art for final 
judging in October at the New York Sheep & Wool Festival.  
For extra points, submit a photo of yourself with the animal 
or plant that provided the fiber. 
Some of the categories are: 
   Like a Virgin: fiber from a young animal. 
   Eats, Shoots, and Leaves: plant fibers 
   Camelot: fiber from guanaco, vicuna, alpaca, llama, or 
camel. 
   GI Joe: any garment made for a man. 
   Treks and Tracks: made 100% from yak, bison, or musk 
ox. 
   Pro-create: made by a professional designer. 
 
Visit www.keepthefleece.com for more 
info . 
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A Conference for Fiber Artists 

July 30 - August 2, 2009 
Fort Lewis College 
Durango, Colorado 
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I'm traveling to Kenya in February to volunteer with 
the Kenyan Children Foundation.  I'm so excited!  The 
first two weeks of the trip are a mission trip and the 
third week is a safari in Kenya and Tanzania.  I've 
wanted to go to Kenya ever since I was a little girl, 
and can hardly believe I will be there in 2 weeks!!   
 
The Kenyan Children Foundation (KCF) is a US-based 
international, tax-exempt non-profit, human service 
organization. Founded in 1994, its mission is " . . . to impact 
people's lives through compassionate involvement with 
Kenya's street children."   Since its inception, KCF has 
committed its resources (financial and volunteers) to 
providing basic human needs (food, shelter, clothing, 
medical services) and educational opportunities to homeless 
and destitute children in Kenya.   If anyone would like to 
make a contribution to the Kenyan Children Foundation, 
please do so.  We will be giving a monetary gift to the 
school(s) there and would welcome any help.   Contributions 
are tax-deductible, checks should be made out to KCF, and 
the memo line should read “ Browning Outreach – 
Bergman”.  You can mail the check to KCF, PO Box 
631116, Highlands Ranch, CO 80163-1116. 
  
Thanks so much! 
Donna Bergman 
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January 7, 2009 

 
Anita called the meeting to order. Three guests were introduced 
and welcomed.  The minutes were approved as read.  Ellen 
Higgins gave the treasurers report. (See report above) 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Weavers: Gladys Miller reported that the weavers are busy 
weaving.  Carl noted that a loom is available for purchase. Diana 
Abraham indicated an interest in it.  The weavers are planning a 
fall trip to the Taos area.  Possibly Navajo weavers might be 
interested in this trip.   
 
Knitters: Dolores Schroeder stated the knitters are also busy this 
winter.  Dolores noted that there is a knitting group that meets at 
the library from 5:30-8:00 pm on the first Monday of the month.  
The knitters have spent their money on bears, so that each member 
who attends this group may have one to dress for the service 
project.  Additional bears may be purchased. 
 
Spinners: Ellen Higgins will host the next meeting on January 
16th. 
 
Navajo Weavers: .  Gladys suggested that people who are 
interested in dyeing attend this group’s meetings, since this group 
provides workshops on dyeing fiber.  The group’s will be used for 
a workshop to be given by Carolyn Spurgeon. The tentative date 
will be April 11th. The group will be limited to 10 people.   A 
small fee will be charged.   
 
Sunshine Club:  Nancy Groenert described the purpose of the 
club.   Bonnie Wollin made the raffle item for January, a pendant 
watch to clip on a purse handle or clothing.  It was won by Alma 
Jackson. Cards were sent to Rusty Brouse, whose father passed 
away; Donna Bergman who also lost her father; and a card went to 
Carol Curtis whose mother had a stroke. 
 
Refreshments:  Debra and Linda will bring treats for February.   
Dolores has a sign to sit on the refreshment table, with the names 
of those who prepared the refreshments for each meeting.   
 
Old Business:  The guild voted to give $120.00 to the Heifer 
Foundation to buy a sheep for a Navajo family.  This has become 
a tradition for the guild 
 
Donna Hochmuth said she still needs orders for clothing and other 
items to be embroidered with our logo.  There have not been 
enough people to place an order The catalog for the embroidery 
firm was passed around for orders. 
 
New Business: 
 
Workshops: A Pine Needle Basket workshop is being scheduled. 
The cost has increased to $30.00.  Carl asked that the participants 
come with their lunch and a tapestry needle. The workshop will be 
held January 24that the church.  A sign up sheet was passed around 
and filled the class. 
 
Donna Hochmuth announced that the Two-Color Knitting Class 
will begin in January.   

 
For the Good of the Order: 
 
Peter Romot talked about yarn shops he has discovered.  Wooly 
Works Knit Shop, in Elbert.  Purl and Pottery Too is at 170A 
Main Street in Cedaredge and contains the stock from the Needle 
Cottage in GJ.  Anita Larson mentioned the Fancy Tiger in 
Denver, owned by Amber Cocoran, a former guild member.  Anita 
Larson will keep the business cards from these shops for 
reference, if anyone is interested in visiting these shops. 
 
Carl  Hochmuth mentioned that the free llama he talked about in 
December has a home.  
 
Ellen Higgins brought in a newspaper article about a new fiber 
mill in Orchard Mesa.  She also shared information about the craft 
school John C. Campbell in Brasstown, North Carolina.  Further 
information about this school can be obtained at   
http://www.folkschool.org/. 
 
Jude Sirota talked about the International Year of Natural Fibers.  
She will provide more information about this event for the  
February newsletter.  She also proposed that we place an ad in the 
local llama show brochure.  The show is the 25th and 26th of April.  
The Llama Club would like us to participate.  The guild voted to 
place the ad. 
 
The Colorado Weed Management group recognized Jude Sirota 
for her outstanding participation and for a job well done, 
presenting her with their Pacesetter Award.  Carl describes Jude as 
our Wild Wacky Weed Woman of the West.  
 
Kathy Stanko talked about cashmere goats.  Presently her goats 
are “blowing” their coats and the hair must be collected quickly.  
She would be willing to have people come to her house to see and 
to help her comb them.  She also showed several batts from her 
llamas and roving from her goats.  
 
Show and Tell: Ellen Higgins : her handspun skein of yarn.   
Paula O’Donnell: a shrug knitted out of a fun  synthetic yarn.  
Gladys Miller:  a hand woven purse from Laurie Hahn.   
Susan Taylor : 2  Navajo rugs.  John Wagner :  gourd art.  Debra 
Robinson :  a scarf made by Peter Romot.  Vaughan Drake:  a new 
scarf she received at the Christmas party.  Carolyn Manganello: an 
antique drop spindle from Greece.  Peter Romot: a small wooden 
knitting loom that he is experimenting with.   Laurie Hahn: 2 
newly woven scarves made of bamboo.  She was excited that she 
is weaving again! Linda Gregory: a scrapbook made by her sister 
to commemorate their vacation through Navajo country.  
 
Carl Hochmuth suggested  a Navajo trip this year, most likely in  
late February and stopping at Sanders Trading Post, Gallup, 
Shiprock, and Cortez .  He asked that people think about it and let 
him know.  
 
January Program:  Mary Moss gave a presentation on how to 
incorporate fiber into “creations.”  She was originally a painter 
and now combines many mediums: painting, nests, and other 
things of interest.   
  
The meeting was adjourned 
 


